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Chapters 35- 36 of Sthalapurana.

Bahunatraki muktena yasya bhakti Siva dhrida 1
Mahapapopa papaughai rapi grasto vimutchyate I I

[Siva Gita 1-20]

Even the worst sinner can be redeemed by staunch
devotion of Siva.

Chapter 15
BHEEMA THE DUMB POET
Having heard the anecdote of Mayura of Kerala, Sage
Bharadwaja requested Romasa to explain the reason for
Bheema's dumbness, how he secured the grace of
Gnanaprasunamba and how he praised the Goddess after
regaining fluency. Romasa began:
There lived in Goudadesa a brahmin called Bheema.
He was the son of Viswamara and the grand son of Harihara.
Bheema was a great scholar. He visited several sacred
places and various ashramas. He had holy dips in hundreds
of teerthas. At last he reached Vriddhachalam in the south.
There he gained the acquaintance of a devotee of Lord
Parameswara called Nathasarma. He was a great lover of
books and had a big library of rare books. He was respected
by all due to his good qualities. Nathasarma wanted to see
Lord Nataraja at Chidambaram. He entrusted his library to
his friend Bheema, took leave of him and proceeded to
Chidambaram. After worshipping Lord Nataraja he
returned to Vriddhachalam. He was grieved to note that
several of the rare books of his library were missing. He
enquired Bheema if he knew the person who had taken the
books. In his greed for the precious books, Bheema
pretended innocence and replied that he had no knowledge
of the loss. Nathasarma was very much grieved and cursed,
"If I am a real devotee of the great God and if my God is